
 

  Minutes 05-12-21 

May 12, 2021 

 

Minutes of the Regular Meeting of the Board of Trustees of the North Shore Water Reclamation District held 

Wednesday, May 12, 2021 at 9:30 A.M.  Governor Pritzker has issued a disaster declaration for the State of Illinois 

related to COVID-19.  In accordance with that declaration’s requirement to practice social distancing and limit person 

to person contact to contain the spread of COVID-19, the North Shore Water Reclamation District President has 

determined that due to the number of participants involved in the regular meeting and the limitations of the location 

at which the regular meeting is held, that it is not practical or prudent to convene an in-person meeting of the Board 

of Trustees and that the meeting shall be held remotely pursuant to Section 7(e) of the Illinois Open Meetings Act.  The 

May 12, 2021 regular meeting of the North Shore Water Reclamation District shall be held remotely via teleconference 

so that the participants and attendees may comply with public health directives including social distancing and shelter 

in place.  In accordance with the Illinois Open Meeting Act, 48 hours’ notice that the meeting is to be held remotely 

pursuant to Section 7(e) of the Act, via teleconference, has been provided to each member of the Board of Trustees, 

to each media outlet that has requested such meetings pursuant to subsection (a) of Section 2.02 of the Act and has 

been posted on the North Shore Water Reclamation District’s website. 

 

The meeting was opened with the Pledge of Allegiance. 

 

On roll call, the following Trustees were present and each of their identities were confirmed: 

 

  Stephen J. Drew, President – present in Board Room at Administration Building 

  Rhoda A. Pierce, Vice President – present via teleconference 

  B. Sugar Young, Treasurer – present via teleconference 

Preston P. Carter – present in Board Room at Administration Building 

Thomas Swarthout – absent 

 

Staff members present via teleconference were Executive Director Dave Miller, Attorney Greg Jackson (present in 

Board room at Administration Building), Director of Engineering and Special Projects Steve Waters, Director of 

Laboratory and Environmental Compliance Chuck Bodden, Director of Operations Igor Filipovich and Director of 

Technology Services Bill Jackewicz.  Also present, via teleconference were Jane Kaplan, Public Relations Consultant 

and John Norris, Government Affairs Representative.    

 

It was confirmed that each participating Board member can hear all discussions; and confirmed that members of the 

public present at the regular meeting location can hear all discussions and all votes of the members of the Board. 

 

There was no Public Comment. 

 

President Drew presented the Consent Agenda as follows: 

A. Approval of the Minutes of the Meeting held on April 14, 2021. 

B. Approval of the Minutes of the Executive Session held on April 14, 2021. 

C. Approval of the Minutes of the Special Meeting held on April 26, 2021. 

D. Consideration of Bills. 

  Wastewater Treatment Fund  $1,789,213.20 

  Check No. 189872 through 189928, Check No. 189968 through 190103. 

  Void Check No. 189929 through 189967. 

 E. Financial Report, March 2021. 

1. IEPA State Revolving Fund Loan Summary. 

F. Construction Change Orders. 

 1. C.O. No. 8, Protective Relay Replacement, Homestead Electrical Contracting LLC. 

 2. C.O. No. 2, Sludge Cake Conveyor Replacement at Waukegan WRF, Boller  Construction 

Company, Inc. 

 3. C.O. No. 2, Headhouse Piping and Containment at Clavey Road WRF, MAG  Construction 

Company. 

G. FY20 Annual Financial Report & Audit. 

 1. Revisions to Comply with Federal Clearinghouse Filing Requirements. 

H. Authorize Payroll and Finance Department to issue District checks to meet expenses where necessary 

for payroll and to avoid interest and/or penalties before the next Board Meeting. 

 

It was moved by Trustee Young and seconded by Trustee Pierce that the Consent Agenda be approved as presented.  
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On roll call, the vote was 4-0 with all Trustees present voting “Aye”.  Motion declared carried. 

 

There was no President Report. 

 

President Drew asked if there was any Trustee Report. 

 

Trustee Young commented she had the honor of celebrating with State Representative Rita Mayfield and State Senator 

Adriane Johnson the 100th Birthday celebration of Martha Bonilla, who resides in Trustee Young’s ward.   Trustee 

Pierce also wanted to give special thanks to the Board and Staff for coming together for the Special Board meeting on 

April 26, 2021 to approve the North Shore Gas Easement in order for the City of Highland Park’s Clavey Road 

construction project to move forward.  It was very much appreciated. 

 

Executive Director Miller presented the Management Report as follows: 

 

Before presenting the Management Report Executive Director Miller stated he had sad news to report.  District 

employee Mohammed Khan, an Engineering Technician, passed away on April 20, 2021.  Executive Director Miller 

stated Mohammed had been an employee for more than 20 years and had been in fragile health for quite a while but 

continued to show up for work.  Mohammed had recently announced his plans to retire in May, 2021.  Mohammed’s 

wife expressed her thanks to the District for his long employment and commented how much he had enjoyed working 

for the District. 

 

Trustee Swarthout joined the meeting at approximately 9:40 a.m. 

 

A. Coronavirus Response Update. 

 

Executive Director Miller reported that things were rapidly changing and Staff is targeting early July for re-opening 

the Administration Building doors and resuming ‘normal’ operations at the District.  Executive Miller stated that the 

July 14, 2021 Board meeting would be held in the office.  Directors and Supervisors have been meeting with their 

staff to discuss the reopening.   Executive Director Miller noted that the District was trying to get a handle on the 

number of employees who have been vaccinated for the purpose of potential exposure in the workplace.  Executive 

Director Miller indicated that based upon responses received, we have verified that 38 of the 96 employees have been 

vaccinated.  Trustee Young stated that was very low.  Trustee Swarthout expressed that he was also disappointed in 

the low response rate asked if the responses had been more from the management/administrative side than from the 

bargaining unit.  Executive Director replied that the responses were mixed with less from the bargaining unit.  

President Drew asked if the bargaining unit may possible view this as being intrusive.  Executive Director Miller 

explained that the District wants to proceed towards a reopening to the best of its ability, while protecting the 

employees, customers and vendors by implementing safe work practices.  An accurate assessment of employee 

vaccinations would aid in that decision making.  Executive Director Miller stated he would keep the Board updated 

on this matter. 

 

 B. Adoption of FY22 Capital Improvement Plan. 

 

Executive Director Miller summarized the FY22 Capital Improvement Plan which was included in the board packet.  

Executive Director Miller discussed 3 main projects in detail, the PLC Modernization Project, Chemical Phosphorus 

Removal System Project and the Lake Bluff Sewage Storage Basin Project.  A discussion ensued regarding the Lake 

Bluff Sewage Storage Basin project.  Trustee Swarthout commented that he felt the District should take advantage of 

the support from the Village of Lake Bluff and the Park District on this project and take advantage of any grants or 

funds to protect the infrastructure as soon as possible.  Trustee Carter questioned the number of overflows that have 

occurred in Lake Bluff.  Executive Director Miller pointed out that there have been overflows in Lake Bluff which 

can be caused by a Com Ed failure or mechanical failure of equipment, and not just from excessive rains or wet 

weather events.  Trustee Pierce thanked Executive Director Miller for the graphics that he had provided for the FY22 

Capital plan and stated it was very easy to follow and understand.  Executive Director Miller asked for approval of 

the FY22 Capital Improvement Plan as presented.  

 

Trustee Swarthout excused himself from the meeting at 10:00 a.m.  

 

It was moved by Trustee Young and seconded by Trustee Carter to adopt the FY22 Capital Improvement Plan as 

presented. 

 

On roll call, the vote was 4-0 with all Trustees present voting “Aye”.  Motion declared carried. 
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C. DRWW & Lake Co. Forest Preserve Dues Reduction. 

 

 

Executive Director Miller stated that this item does not require any action and is for informational purposes only.  

Executive Director Miller stated the District has been an active member of the Des Plaines River Watershed 

Workgroup and agrees with the concept that agencies should work together to improve water quality in the watershed 

and noted that watershed-based nutrient assessment reduction plans (NARPs) are now an NPDES permit condition 

for the Gurnee and Waukegan WRFs.  The funds for the Watershed Workgroup are provided two thirds by POTW’s 

such as the NSWRD, who is the largest dues payer contributing $93,000 this year in dues, and one third by tributary 

communities that drain storm water or have run off.  The Lake County Forest Preserve District is now requesting that 

their portion of the dues be reduced from $14,000 to a little over $200.  Executive Director Miller has expressed his 

displeasure of this concept at several of the DRWW meetings and noted that if the Lake County Forest Preserve 

District’s request were granted, the $14,000 cost would then be allocated to the District and all other dues paying 

members.  Executive Director Miller stated that the purpose of these watershed workgroups is for the public agencies 

to work together and stated that the Forest Preserve’s approach is quite frustrating.  President Drew also expressed his 

frustration stating the Forest Preserve’s function is to preserve the environment.  Executive Director Miller stated he 

is not sure if the Forest Preserve has a misinterpretation of how the dues are assessed and is not sure why they are 

scaling back on their financial obligation.  Trustee Young mentioned to Executive Director Miller that Angelo Kyle 

is the Commissioner of the Lake County Forest Preserve.  Executive Director Miller stated he would keep the Board 

updated on this matter. 

 

There was no Administration Division Report. 

 

Director of Engineering and Special Projects Waters presented the Engineering Division Report as follows: 

 

A. Emergency Authorization Request. 

1. EAR-21-01 BRF South Silo Pump (2740) Repair. 

 

Director of Engineering and Special Projects Waters presented background on the Emergency Authorization Request 21-

01 regarding the BRF South Silo Pump (2740) Repair. The 2740 sludge transfer pump is one of two pumps that is used 

to transfer sludge from the south storage silo to the north storage silo at the BRF.  The 2740 pump failed on April 8th and 

needed to be repaired immediately to minimize the diversion of sludge loads to the landfill.  When the contractor went 

to remove the pump it was discovered that the pump was seal-welded into place on the bottom of the silo.  The repair 

required 4 days to complete at a cost of $47,558.18.  Director of Engineering and Special Projects Waters stated the work 

has already been completed and asked for approval of this Emergency Authorization Request in the amount of 

$47,558.18. 

 

It was moved by Trustee Young and seconded by Trustee Pierce to approve Emergency Authorization Request, EAR-

21-01 BRF South Silo Pump (2740) Repair. 

 

On roll call, the vote was 4-0 with all Trustees present voting “Aye”.  Motion declared carried. 

 

B. Engineering Agreement Amendment. 

1. Amendment No. 1, Shoreline Restoration – Lake Bluff Pumping Station, AECOM 

 Technical Services, Inc.  

 

Director of Engineering and Special Projects Waters stated this Amendment is to cover the costs of the last day of the 

project which ended up being extended to a full day of work for the Engineer from AECOM which was not anticipated.  

Director of Engineering and Special Projects Waters stated that total cost for Amendment No. 1 is $750.00 and asked 

for Board approval.  President Drew commented that the District does a great deal of business with AECOM and felt 

that they could have absorbed this as many of the District’s regular vendors would have eaten the cost.  Trustee Carter 

agreed. 

 

It was moved by Trustee Young and seconded by Trustee Carter to approve Amendment No. 1, Shoreline Restoration 

– Lake Bluff Pumping Station, AECOM Technical Services, Inc. in the amount of $750.00. 

 

On roll call, the vote was 4-0 with all Trustees present voting “Aye”.  Motion declared carried. 
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2.  Amendment No. 2, ATS at North Chicago (PS-4), Lake Bluff (PS-6) & Cary Avenue (PS-8) 

 Pumpstations, Clark Dietz, Inc. 

 

Director of Engineering and Special Projects Waters provided background on the ATS project at North Chicago (PS-

4), Lake Bluff (PS-6) and Cary Avenue (PS-8) which consisted of the replacement and upgrade of the transfer switches 

at each location.  This Amendment is for the additional 30 hours spent by the Consultant Clark Dietz to review the bid 

proposal from the low bidder Bee Liner Lean Services to determine whether they met the qualifications for the scope 

of work for this project.  The total cost of services for Amendment No. 1 is $4,525.00 and recommended Board 

approval.  Trustee Young wanted to clarify that the $4,525.00 was spent on Clark Dietz determining the low bidder 

was not qualified for the scope of work of this project.  Director of Engineering and Special Projects Waters stated 

that is correct.  President Drew stated with this knowledge obtained the District will be better prepared in the future 

should this vendor bid on any of the District’s projects. 

 

It was moved by Trustee Young and seconded by Trustee Carter to approve the Engineering Amendment No. 2, ATS 

at North Chicago (PS-4), Lake Bluff (PS-6) & Cary Avenue (PS-8) Pumpstations, Clark Dietz, Inc. in the amount of 

$4,525.00.   

 
On roll call, the vote was 4 – 0 with all Trustees present voting "Aye".  Motion declared carried. 

 

Director of Laboratory and Environmental Compliance Bodden presented the Laboratory and Environmental 

Compliance Division Report. 

 

 A. Current Status of Significant Industrial Wastewater Violation(s) in the Service Area of   

  the NSWRD. 

 

Director of Laboratory and Environmental Compliance Bodden noted no industries are currently in non-compliance.  

Director of Laboratory and Environmental Compliance Bodden also commented that the District has received the final 

permit for the Speedy Car Wash of Waukegan.  This item was information only.  

 

 B. Phosphorus Permit Limit Progress Update. 

 

Director of Laboratory and Environmental Compliance Bodden updated the Board on the progress toward compliance 

with the impending effluent phosphorus permit limit of 1.0 mg/L effective first at the Clavey Road facility on February 

1, 2022.  Director of Laboratory and Environmental Compliance Bodden stated that the biological phosphorus removal 

system at the Gurnee facility showed a sudden and potent phosphorus release, the cause for which has not been 

determined.  This event correlated closely with a sudden drop in dissolved oxygen (DO) within the treatment system.  

Clavey Road WRF effluent results improved but still remains above the limit.  Director of Laboratory and 

Environmental Compliance Bodden stated he would continue to update the board on the progress of achieving this 

phosphorus limit. 

 

Director of Operations Filipovich presented the Operations Division Report. 

 

 A. Waukegan River LA Sewer Siphon Structure. 

 

Director of Operations Filipovich provided background on the Waukegan River LA Sewer Siphon Structure and 

reported that there was a SSO at LA Structure 24 next to Akzo Nobel.  During District Engineering routine ACOE 

inspection, it was discovered that there was an active SSO on May 16, 2021 at 10:55 am that was caused from debris 

getting into our LA structure 24 and blocking flow going north to LA structure 25.  This blockage caused raw sewage 

to spill over in to the Waukegan River.  The siphon was cleared with a total of 3 hours and 15 minutes of overflow 

and roughly 20,000 gallons.  Both the IEPA and the Lake County Health Department were notified.  President Drew 

had inspected the site on May 11, 2021 and noted all was good.  Executive Director Miller noted that the District’s 

permit requirements for the Capacity, Management, Operations and Maintenance (CMOM) plan requires that the 

District shall work towards the goals of achieving no discharges from SSO overflows or basement back-ups and ensure 

when overflows or back-ups do occur they do not cause or contribute to cause impairment in any receiving waters 

resulting in the inspecting of sewer systems, structures to prevent these type of overflows. This was informational 

only with no action required. 

 

 B. PS-1 Odor Control, Media Replacement Progress Update. 

 



 

  Minutes 05-12-21 

Director of Operations Filipovich reported that several weeks ago the District received a number of phone calls from 

residents in Winthrop Harbor complaining about a bad smell coming from our Pump Station (PS-1).  The Waukegan 

WRF personnel investigated the source of the bad odors and contacted the concerned citizens and informed them of 

the District’s efforts to correct this problem.  The manufacturer of the carbon vessel was contacted to resolve this 

issue.  After investigation, it was determined that the carbon vessel is spent and will need to be replaced.  Quotes were 

obtained and a Purchase Order was issued to “Evoqua” for removal, disposal and replacement of the odor control 

media and that work will be completed soon.  Measures are being taken to install system indicators which will indicate 

the amount of H2S absorption to maintain this system more effectively.  This was informational only with no action 

required. 

 

 C. PS-5 Wet Well Repair and Coating Progress Update. 

 

Director of Operations Filipovich gave a brief summary regarding the PS-5 Wet Well Repair and Coating Progress 

Update which an attachment was provided in the board packet.  This was informational only with no action required. 

 

Director of Technology Services Jackewicz presented the Technology Division Report.  

  

A. Bid Waiver Request. 

1. BW-266, Cogsdale CSM/Satori Maintenance and Support Services. 

 

Director of Technology Services Jackewicz stated that BW-266 is to renew the software maintenance and support 

annual contract for software used for User Charge billing, customer service management and address verification.  

Cogsdale is a single source of support services for this software.  Director of Technology Services Jackewicz stated 

that the annual cost of this contract is $77,535.68 which has been budgeted in the FY 2022 O&M budget and asked 

for Board approval. 

 

It was moved by Trustee Young and seconded by Trustee Carter that BW-266, Cogsdale CSM/Satori Maintenance 

and Support Services be approved in the amount of $77,535.68. 

 

On roll call, the vote was 4 – 0 with all Trustees present voting "Aye".  Motion declared carried. 

 

There was no Attorney Report. 

 

President Drew presented Other Business as follows: 

 

 A.  Legislative Report. 

 

John Norris, the District’s Government Affairs Representative had provided a legislative summary from the past 

month attached in the Board packet and stated he would only address any bills that had been updated or amended 

since providing this report.  Mr. Norris also mentioned the legislature’s intention is to adjourn session by May 31st 

and that time was running out for passage of bills.  The Wipes Labeling Act should make the deadline for passage, 

but some bills on the monitor list will not. 

 

 The “Wipes Labeling Act” proposal of IAWA that has been introduced in 2021 as 102 G.A. SB 294 (Sen. Cristina 

 Castro) and assigned to the Commerce Committee was reported out of committee on 3/25 on a unanimous 

 11-0 vote.  On May 5, 2021, a House Committee Amendment was filed adopted and passed out of committee 6-

 0-0.  Elizabeth Hernandez added as an Alternate Co-Sponsor on 5/12.   

 

 HB 452 (Rep. Will Davis) a bill for publishing vendor information (formerly 101st G.A. HB5853) on whether 

 vendor or subcontractor is a minority-owned, woman-owned, or veteran-owned business or whether the vendor 

 or subcontractor is a small business.   Senator Jacqueline Collins added as Alternate Chief Co-Sponsor on 5/7. 

 

 HB 414 (Rep. LaToya Greenwood) creates the Water & Sewer Financial Assistance Act.  The subject matter is 

 also being pursued on the federal level.  Sen Jacqueline Collins added as Alternate Chief Co-Sponsor on 5-10 and 

 Senate Committee Amendment 1 was filed by Sen. Belt and assigned to Public Utilities Committee on May 11, 

 2021. 

 

President Drew thanked Mr. Norris for his report. 

 

There being no further business to come before the Board.  
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It was moved by Trustee Carter and seconded by Trustee Pierce to end the Meeting.  

 

On roll call, the vote was 4-0 with all Trustees present voting “Aye”.  Motion declared carried. 

 

The meeting was then adjourned until the next regular meeting to be held on Wednesday, June 9, 2021 at 9:30 A.M. 

at the District Office of the Raymond E. Anderson Complex located in Gurnee, Illinois. 

 

 

 

         _________________________ 

                     PRESIDENT  

____________________________ 

             SECRETARY 


